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Master Grazer- Graze 300 Educational Program 
2017 First 4 Month Report  

(January 1st – April 30th, 2017) 
 

 
UK Grazing News Newsletter 
 Three issues (January, February, and 

April) of the UK Grazing News were 
published during this reporting period.  
These issues contained articles written to 
help KY producers improve their grazing 
practices during the late winter through 
the spring grazing season.   

 These issues of the newsletter were sent 
electronically to all 120 UK agriculture 
and natural resource Extension agents 
who utilize the articles and information in 
their local programming, newsletters, 
newspaper articles, and on local 
extension websites. 

 An additional 381 electronic subscribers 
received the e-version of UK Grazing 
News.  Copies of each issue were mailed 
to an additional 197 households who 
have requested printed copies because of 
limited or unavailable email access. 
 
 

Master Grazer Website and Promotion 
(www2.ca.uky.edu/grazer)  

 New material was added to the UK Master Grazer Website.  The home page contains links to current 
and previous articles found in UK Grazing News newsletter, electronic subscription to our newsletter, 
informational video clips, information regarding participating in upcoming events and programs, 
reports and accomplishments, links to other useful websites, and important contacts.  

 At the KY Dairy Partners Statewide Meeting, KY Alfalfa and Stored Forage Meeting, and UK Breathitt 
Co Community Expo, Master Grazer program shared a booth with UK partners.  Besides interacting 
face-to-face with attendees, copies of our newsletter and brochures of our upcoming educational 
programs were available for producers to take home with them.  
 
 

Grazing and Pasture Timely Tips 
 Frost-seeding Clover Video:  The first video explaining the key points for successfully frost-seeding 

clover was filmed and shared via YouTube. 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmBBBaLVg-Y
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Spring KY Grazing School- 2 day, intensive 
and hands-on educational program on how to 
design and implement a rotational grazing 
system. 
 

 Held April 25-26, 2017 at the UK Research 
and Education Center in Princeton, KY.   

 Attended by 49 farmers (representing 16 
counties), county agents, and industry 
representatives. 

 Participants gained experience with 
temporary fencing and water systems 
during the grazing school’s hands-on 
portion of the program.  Beef heifers 
grazed paddocks for 18 hours and the 
participants were able to see firsthand 
differences in grazing intensity. 

 Additional demonstrations illustrated the 
proper ways to establish clover in 
pastures and how to measure the amount 
of forage available to be grazed. 

 Participants were surveyed and asked 
which management practices they 
planned on implementing on their farms.  
All farmers indicated they were going to 
incorporate changes in their operations.  
Over 70% of the participants indicated 
they would implement the following: (1) 
decrease amount of hay fed by extending 
the grazing season, (2) use 
temporary water systems to 
increase availability of water in 
paddocks, (3) use temporary 
fencing to increase number of 
grazing paddocks, (4) use 
stockpiled fescue and warm 
season grasses to extend the 
grazing season, (5) renovate 
pastures with clover, and (6) 
manage animal and forages to 
prevent animal disorders.  
 

 A fall KY Grazing School will be 
held on September 27-28, 2017 
in Woodford County.  This 
school will highlight the use of warm season grasses and alfalfa along with fall grazing options.  

At the KY Grazing School, participants built paddocks to graze 2-4 
heifers for 1 day. 

 Participants learned how to access amount of forage available in a pasture- 
2017 Spring KY Grazing School. 
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Grazing Demonstrations and Associated Educational Programs 
 The goal of these demonstrations is to illustrate to producers how to reduce their reliance on stored 

forages, improve management of forages grazed or harvested, and increase the profitability of 
livestock enterprises. If appropriate, these educational programs will be divided into 2 sessions, but 

in some locations sessions 1 and 2 will be combined into one program.  During session 1, producers 
learn about a topic area and see first-hand how to incorporate these practices on their 
operations.  During Session 2, producers will view the results from the practice implemented 
during Session 1.    
 

 Western KY Grazing Cover Crops Field Day (UK Research and Education Center, Princeton, KY) 

 Session #1, held on November 10th, 2016 was attended by 21 producers and county agents. The 
program focused on the use of cover crops in a forage program and the effectiveness of planting 
winter cover crops to extend the grazing season.   Demonstration plots with wheat, cereal rye, 
triticale, annual ryegrass, crimson clover, and various forage combinations have been established 
for this educational program. 

 Session #2 was held this spring 
(March 30, 2017) and was 
attended by 12 producers and 9 
county agents.  The morning 
session was held in the 
classroom with tours of the 
demonstration plots in the 
afternoon.  Participants 
discussed how to manage 
spring grazing systems using 
wheat, cereal rye, triticale, and 
crimson clover.  In addition, 
discussions centered around 
determining forage yields to 
determine animal stocking 
rates and how to use these 
annuals in a pasture renovation 
plan.   Four sessions were 
recorded and are available for viewing on-line. 

  

Discussion on grazing cover crops at the "Cover Crop Field Day" at the 
UKREC in Princeton KY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JP5QJqxtl4E&list=PLrq6psn95pUwC-nFNlpaJt4JCr6eCrHWp


4 | P a g e  
Master Grazer-Grazer 300 Educational Program 
2017 First 4 Month Report- January 1-April 30, 2017 

 

 Improving Pastures with Clover- Eastern KY Demonstration 

 A demonstration area was planted on a producer 
farm in each of Powell, Wolfe, and Jackson 
Counties in Eastern KY during the month of 
February to demonstrate proper establishment 
techniques for frost seeding red clover into 
pastures.  Later in the crop year, percentage of 
clover established in these stands will be 
measured.  Field days are planned for later in the 
year to illustrate how to improve pastures with 
clover. 

 Jackson Co. (Producer- Gary Dale Tiller): Within 
this 8-acre field, 4 acres was mowed to a forage 
residue height of 3 inches before frost seeding 
and the remaining 4-acres was not mowed.  For 
each of the mowed or not mowed areas, half was 
planted with certified red clover seed and the 
other half was planted with a non-certified 
variety of red clover. 

 Powell Co (Producer- Dewey Hollon): The entire 
4 acres was mowed prior to frost seeding clover 
with half frost seeded with certified red clover and 
the remaining half seeded with a non-certified 
variety. 

 Wolfe Co (Producer- Reese Graham):  Grazing cattle were used to reduce forage residue and the 
acreage was frost seeded using either certified versus non-certified red clover seed.  
 
 

 Madison County Forage Workshop (Producer:  John Thomas):  A demonstration field was seeded to a 
novel endophyte fescue, Texamo Max Q II.  An evening program to discuss the establishment and 
grazing management practices is planned for August 15th. 

 

Powell County Ag Agent, Lawrence Caudle, 
pointing out established clover in pasture. 


