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Master Grazer Website and Promotion  

The Master Grazer website continues to 

be the program’s source for science-

based, timely articles specifically related 

to grazing programs for all ruminant 

species. Updates to this site allow the 

user to locate information on how to 

incorporate improvements in their 

grazing practices.  

   

 

 

Spring Kentucky Grazing School- Princeton, KY 

 On April 24th and 25th, an intensive 

and hands-on educational program 

on how to design and implement a 

rotational grazing system was held 

at the UK Research and Education 

Center. 

 Twenty-one (21) farmers and 

industry partners attended this 

program from Kentucky and 

neighboring states representing 

5,808 acres of farmland of which 

1543 acres are grazed by 908 

ruminant animals.   

 Participants represented 7 western 

KY counties and 4 participants farm 

in TN and IN.  

 The hands-on component of this 

program included learning how to 

assess forage yield, how to 

calibrate a no-till drill, key 

components for frost-seeding 

clover, and grazing results after 

cattle grazed small paddocks after 

18 hours grazing in paddocks 

constructed by participants. 
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 The majority of participants planned to make changes to their grazing system following completion 
of the program. 60% or more of the participants plan to make changes to the following: 

(a) Increase number of paddocks grazed by using temporary fencing,  
(b)Decrease hay feeding by extending the grazing season using stockpiles fescue and/or warm 

season grasses, 
(c) Soil test pasture fields and apply lime and fertilizer as needed, 
(d) Renovate pastures with clover and use certified seed when replanting 
(e) Design grazing paddocks to provide ready access to shade, 
(f) Design watering system to provide ready access to any grazing paddock,  
(g) Manage grazing system to prevent animal health issues.  
 

 Participants were surveyed at the conclusion of the school to assess if they felt like their knowledge 
base had improved.  In all areas covered within this program, the participants reported an increase in 
knowledge and left feeling like they has a high level of understanding of the topics covered. 

 

Cost Share No-Till Drill Calibration Decals 

To further promote 
correctly using no-till 
drills for reseeding 
pastures, Dr. Chris 
Teutsch has designed a 
step-wise set of 
directions on how to 
calibrate a no-till drill.  
These directions have 
been printed on a decal 
that can be affixed to 
cost-share drills located 
throughout the state.  
Additional decals will be 
distributed so farmers 
can attach them to their 
privately owned drills. 
These decals were 
printed and distributed during this reporting period. 

 

Field Days & Other Demonstrations 

 Western KY Dairy Pasture Walk- A pasture walk and program, attended by 22 producers, was held in 
Todd Co on John Beeler’s farm.  This program highlighted managing spring forages for lactating dairy 
cows and key components on managing economical dairy production in a grazing system.  Another 
pasture walk/program is planned in Christian Co for July 2018. 

 Frost seeded clover demos in eastern KY: We continue to follow-up with these farms to review 
response to correcting forage nutrient deficiencies. 
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Collegiate (Eastern KY and 

Berea) Grazing School 

 A two-day school was held at 
the Eastern KY Dairy Facility for 
27 students at Eastern KY 
University and Berea College on 
April 9th and 10th.  Besides those 
students that will return home 
to manage their family 
operations, some of these 
students will be hired upon 
graduation in allied industries 
and will be able to use this 
knowledge base while serving 
producers in  KY.  

 

 

Educational Opportunities Planned for 2018  

 We are currently making arrangements for a grazing school this fall in Woodford Co.  This program 
will focus on grazing practices during the summer/fall.  Warm season variety plots will be planted this 
summer and the alfalfa/Orchardgrass field used for demonstration is being managed with timely hay 
or grazing to allow for use during the school. 

 As previously mentioned, we are also planning a grazing dairy field day in western Kentucky.  


